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On a new pedagogical journal: A review of the first issue
of the journal Modern Education and Society
(St Petersburg: Herzen University, 2024 — 110 pages)

V. S. Listengarten™

Abstract. The article examines the contents of the inaugural issue of the new journal Modern Education
and Society, published by Herzen State Pedagogical University of Russia. In the reviewer’s opinion,
the analysis of the published articles — addressing a wide array of pedagogical topics — demonstrates
the high professional standard of the journal, which continues the best traditions of pedagogical
research. The reviewer expresses confidence that the journal will prove valuable to the academic and
educational community of the country.
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O HOBOM MeAAroruYeCcKoOM KypHaae
(PeueH3us1-0030p MEPBOTO HOMEPA KYPHAAQ

«CoBpemeHHOe 0Opa3oBaHue 1 001mecTBo». — CaHkT-IleTepOypr:
I3paTeabcTBO POCCUIICKOTO TOCYAQPCTBEHHOTO MEAATOTMYECKOTO

yHuBepcurera umenu A. V. Tepuena, 2024. — 110 c.)

B. C. Aucrenrapren™

AnHomayus. B pelLieH3un npeacTaBaeH 0030p COAepIKaHMsI [IEPBOTO HOMepPa HOBOTO XKypHaAa
«CoBpeMeHHOe 00pa3oBaHe 1 00IIECTBO», 3AATEAEM KOTOPOTo CTaA Poccuiickmii rocyAQpCTBEHHBIN
neparornyeckuii yuupepcuret umenu A. V. IepieHa. AHaAu3 onmyOAMKOBaHHBIX B HEM CTaTell,
OXBATBIBAIOLIMX IIVMPOKUI KPYT MEeAArOrM4eCKUX IpoOAeM, IO MHEHUIO PELIeH3EeHTa, I03BOASET
TOBOPUTH O BBICOKOM IPOQECCHOHAABHOM YPOBHE U3AAHUSI, IPOAOASKAIOIEM AYYILIME TPAAULIUN
MeAQrOTMYeCKUX ICCAGAOBAHUI, U BBIPA3UTb YBEPEHHOCTD, YTO OHO OKa)KeTCsI IOAE€3HBIM Hay4YHO-

neparorndieckomy COO6LLIECTBY CTpaHbl.

Karuesnote crosa: TIEAQrorniecKkmne NCCAeAOBaHNs, )KYpHaA, COBpPEMEHHOE O6paSOBaHI/Ie

St Petersburg, which bore the name Leningrad
in Soviet times, has traditionally been and remains
amajor and recognised centre of pedagogical research.
Since the mid-1960s, it has deservedly ranked among
the leading centres for the study of higher education
pedagogy. It is no coincidence that L. A. Verbits-
kaya, who for many years served as Rector of St Pe-
tersburg University, also held the post of President
of the Russian Academy of Education (RAO) in the
later period of her distinguished academic career.

One of the most prominent institutions for
teacher training and fruitful pedagogical research

continues to be Herzen State Pedagogical Univer-
sity of Russia (Herzen University) — one of the
oldest and most respected teacher training univer-
sities in the country. In 2024, building on and ad-
vancing the traditions of pedagogical research,
it launched a new journal entitled Modern Educa-
tion and Society. This review introduces the journal’s
first issue to the reader.

First and foremost, it is worth noting that the
journal’s content is shaped by a highly qualified
team. The editorial board is chaired by S. S. Krav-
tsov, Doctor of Sciences (Pedagogy) and Minister
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of Education of Russia. The editor-in-chief is Pro-
fessor S. V. Tarasov, Doctor of Sciences (Pedagogy),
Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy
of Education, and Rector of Herzen University. The
editorial board includes leading scholars and edu-
cators from Moscow, St Petersburg, Saratov, Vol-
gograd, Omsk, Yaroslavl and other academic centres,
as well as from Uzbekistan, Belarus and China.
Voronezh and the Central Black Earth region are
represented by the distinguished educator and
scholar E. P. Belozertsev, Doctor of Sciences (Peda-
gogy), Honoured Scientist of Russia, and Professor
at Voronezh State Pedagogical University.

It can be stated with full confidence that such
a composition of the editorial board is well placed
to ensure and maintain a high standard of published
material — something clearly demonstrated by the
journal’s inaugural issue.

The issue opens with the editor-in-chief’s fore-
word, in which the mission of the new journal is
defined as the dissemination of the results of Rus-
sian and international research on pressing issues
of modern education, and the development of an ex-
pert platform for discussing problems, trends and
projections for its future evolution (p. 5).

This formulation highlights both the theoretical
and practical orientation of the journal’s publica-
tions, and an ambition not only to analyse modern
education but also to look ahead.

The journal sets out an impressively broad scope
of themes intended for the reader’s attention:

— theory and methodology of modern educa-

tion;

— methodology of modern psychological and
pedagogical research in education;

— history of education; dialogue among global
educational cultures; educational policy;

— new psychological and pedagogical strategies
in teaching, learning, and character educa-
tion; educational practices; teaching, learning,
and character education in a multicultural
environment;

— quality management in education; personal
development by means of education;

— psychological and pedagogical support
of an individual’s development by means
of education;

— innovation in education; new research in pe-
dagogy and educational psychology;

— international educational projects and stu-
dies, etc.

One may reasonably suppose that such a the-
matic framework will be of interest to the educa-
tional community — including university tea-
chers — both as engaged readers and as potential
contributors.

Let us turn to the articles published in the jour-
nal’s first issue.

The lead article is authored by the Minister
of Education of Russia S. S. Kravtsov, and is titled
‘National education in modern Russia: Systemic
sovereignty and current education policy’ (pp. 7-11).
What makes it particularly noteworthy is its ana-
lytical approach, which explores the systemic di-
mensions of sovereignty in Russia’s national educa-
tion. The author pays special attention to the
prospect of harmonising diverse educational prac-
tices within a unified national educational sphere.

For the leadership of a broad spectrum of uni-
versities — not only pedagogical institutions — and
for academic staff, it is crucial to be aware of these
trends and directions, as the continuity between
secondary and higher education remains a pressing
issue, requiring sustained cooperation between
school and university educators.

The article by Professor E. P. Belozertsev
of Voronezh State Pedagogical University and As-
sociate Professor E. V. Buneeva of Voronezh Insti-
tute of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia
addresses a highly topical issue: ‘Spiritual and
moral formation of an individual in professional
educational discourse’ (pp. 32—42). Professor Be-
lozertsev has addressed this theme on previous
occasions, consistently approaching it from a civic
and patriotic standpoint. In the article co-authored
with E. V. Buneeva, he examines the readiness of the
pedagogical community to implement the core
tenets of state policy aimed at preserving and
reinforcing traditional Russian spiritual and moral
values, as enshrined in recent legislative and regu-
latory documents.

The article is structured into five sections, whose
titles speak for themselves. The first section repeats
the article’s title; the second considers the nature
of the spiritually and morally developed individual;
the third analyses the structure of spiritual and
moral development; the fourth identifies its key
indicators; and the fifth focuses on the theme of pa-
triotism. The authors persuasively argue not only
for the importance of patriotic education for chil-
dren and young people, but also for the need to give
it action-based content in educational practice.
In today’s context, the article’s subject matter is
of particular relevance — especially in light of the
fact that 2025 has been declared the Year of the
Defender of the Fatherland by President Vladimir
Putin.

The theme of patriotic education is continued
in the article by Associate Professors A. Yu. Savi-
nova and N. M. Nuzhnova of Herzen University:
‘Civic and patriotic education in primary school:
Insights from a networking project of the Herzen
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University Institute of Childhood and the historical
multimedia park Russia is My History’ (pp. 43—53).
The authors summarise the initial stage of patriotic
education for children, carried out through close
professional and creative collaboration between
Herzen University, local primary schools, a district-
level primary education methodological centre, and
the municipal history park Russia is My History.
The experience they describe is highly valuable and
is intended to serve as a foundation for the conti-
nued work of teachers and educators in the broadest
sense of the term at subsequent stages of schooling
and character education of children.

There is little doubt that materials dedicated
to the problems of patriotic education will con-
tinue to appear regularly in the pages of the journal.

The introduction of specialised academic tracks
(subject-focused student groups) in schools is one
of the notable pedagogical developments of the
second half of the 20th century, which has taken
firm root in today’s educational practice and owes
its emergence to collaboration between secondary
and higher education. A key aspect of specialised
academic tracks’ effectiveness is examined in the
article ‘Diagnosis and development of teaching
abilities in students from classes specializing in psy-
chology and education studies: Evidence from
Mordovia State Pedagogical University named after
M. E. Evseviev’ (pp. 54—61). The authors — T. I. Shuk-
shina, A. V. Zhuina, and P. V. Zamkin — hold both
leadership and teaching positions at Mordovia State
Pedagogical University. They summarise and ana-
lyse their work in developing pedagogical tech-
nologies for specialised psychology-and-pedagogy
tracks at secondary schools, concluding that col-
lective research-based interaction between teachers
and school students yields productive results.
Notably, while grounded in their own practical
experience, the authors also draw upon a substan-
tial body of scholarly literature, referencing nineteen
sources in total.

In recent years, distance learning has become
firmly embedded in educational practice due to ob-
jective circumstances. One important aspect of this
phenomenon is explored in the article ‘Distance
learning in Saint Petersburg: Public participation
in education management’ (pp. 62—-70), written
by St Petersburg schoolteachers N. M. Fedorova
and M. L. Yelizarov, together 1. A. Petrov, Doctor
of Sciences (Pedagogy) and head of department
at Herzen University. Drawing on their own ac-
cumulated experience and research findings, the
authors argue for the need to strengthen coopera-
tion among educational institutions of different
levels, community representatives, and learners
themselves in managing education while taking

digitalisation into account. They also propose con-
crete avenues for further work in this direction.

The increasing integration of digital technologies
into education is addressed in the article ‘Parents’
and teachers’ perceptions of the use of mobile de-
vices by school students’ by authors from Herzen
University: Associate Professor Yu. L. Proekt (De-
partment of Psychology of Professional Activity),
Associate Professor E. B. Spasskaya (Department
of Preschool Pedagogy), and research engineers
N. O. Ivannushkina and O. S. Bocharova (Institute
of Psychology) (pp. 71-85). The article presents
findings from an empirical study (supported by nu-
merous tables and charts) and offers practical
recommendations based on the results.

Several potential applications are outlined,
including the formulation of school policies on digi-
tal technology use and the development of paren-
tal competencies to support students’ digital
literacy and culture through coordinated efforts
with teachers.

In the context of the active dissemination
by Western ideologues and politicians of ideas
grounded in Russophobia and separatism, the
article “The contribution of Russian teachers to the
development of education and culture of multina-
tional Russia’ appears especially timely and relevant
[pp. 90—94]. It is co-authored by O. G. Shapieva,
Doctor of Sciences (Law), Professor in the Depart-
ment of Humanities at Herzen University, and
R. A. Musaeva, Candidate of Sciences (Philology)
and Research Fellow in the same department. Based
on arange of literary sources and their own research,
the authors highlight the crucial role of Russian
teachers in shaping national intelligentsias and
national cultures. They underscore the integrative
function of the Russian language in educational
and cultural communication. Russian teachers,
in the sphere of education for non-Russian nation-
alities within the Russian Federation, have his-
torically played — and continue to play — the role
of mentors and humanist educators, fostering in-
terethnic unity.

The author of this review, drawing on his per-
sonal experience of engagement with leading sci-
entific and educational institutions in several of Rus-
sia’s autonomous republics, fully endorses the
article’s findings and its argument for continuing
and advancing the educational and cultural mission
of Russian mentor-teachers in the national repub-
lics of Russia.

Six articles in the issue are devoted to the chal-
lenges and international experience in education
and character development.

The reviewer has chosen to focus more closely
on the contributions by Russian scholars and
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educators and has therefore not addressed the
articles by international colleagues, whose contri-
butions undoubtedly warrant separate analysis.
It is worth noting, however, that the articles by high-
ly qualified experts from Russia’s partner coun-
tries — both neighbouring and more geographi-
cally distant — are fully aligned with the journal’s
overall editorial vision. Let this brief acknowledge-
ment suffice for now.

In conclusion, it is fair to say that the launch
of this new pedagogical journal is a welcome de-
velopment. There is every reason to expect that its
future issues — four of which are planned annu-
ally — will be equally rich in content and commit-
ted to bridging theory with practice.

CBeodeHust 06 asmope

It is only fitting to wish the new journal every
success and many engaged readers. To that end,
the Council of Rectors of Universities of Voro-
nezh Region has issued a recommendation to re-
gional university libraries to subscribe to the
publication. Allow me to offer two modest sug-
gestions for the editorial board’s consideration
in the future:

— to include regular publications on research

in higher education pedagogy;

— to establish a section dedicated to reviews

and scholarly overviews.

These, however, are minor remarks. Like a new-
ly launched vessel, the new pedagogical journal has
set sail. Let us wish it a safe and successful voyage.

AVICTEHTAPTEH Baapumup CemenoBuy — Viadimir S. Listengarten
BopoHexxcknit rocyaapCTBeHHbIN yHUBepcuTeT, Boponex, Poccus.

Voronezh State University, Voronezh, Russia.

KaHAI/IAaT VICTOPpMYECKMX HayK, AOLIEHT, COBETHMK PEKTOpa, y‘leHbII;I CeKpeTapb Cosera PEKTOPOB BY30B BOPOHe)KCI(OI;I

obaacTu.
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